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TUVALU CENTRAL STATISTICS DIVISION
MINISTRY OF FINANCE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
GOVERNMENT OF TUVALU

Phone: +68820408 | Email:

Statistical Release

CSD Release No. 07/2025 12 December, 2025.
Tuvalu Vitals Statistics Release

(Mid-Year Report for 2025)

Introduction

This Vital Statistics Release provides a summary of live births and deaths recorded in Tuvalu, using Health Department
data from 2018 to the first half of 2025. The report presents key demographic indicators including birth trends, mortality
patterns, sex ratios, and infant mortality rates to support evidence-based planning and decision-making.

By comparing current mid-year results with long-term trends, the release highlights important changes in fertility, mortality,
and island-level population dynamics. The aim is to offer clear and timely insights into Tuvalu’s population health and to
strengthen ongoing demographic monitoring.

Executive Summary

This mid-year 2025 Vital Statistics Release presents a summary of live births and deaths recorded in Tuvalu from January
to June 2025, with comparisons to trends from 2018 onward. A total of 99 live births were registered in the first half of
2025, showing a modest 1% increase from 2024. The sex ratio at birth declined to 90 males per 100 females, while births
remained concentrated on Funafuti (97%). Mothers aged 30-34 years accounted for the highest share of births, with low
levels of teen pregnancies and a continued rise in low-birthweight infants (9%).

A total of 43 deaths were recorded during the same period, representing a 9% decrease from the previous year. Mortality
remained highest among the elderly age groups, though an elevated number of deaths among children aged 0-4 years was
noted. Funafuti accounted for 79% of all deaths, reflecting its central health services role. The natural increase remains
positive but continues to narrow over time. The infant mortality rate for the first half of 2025 stands at 21 deaths per 1,000
live births, with male infants experiencing higher mortality.

These findings provide a timely overview of Tuvalu’s population dynamics and support ongoing planning and policy efforts
in the health and social sectors.
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1. Births

1.

Comparisons of Births First Half Trends

Figure 1: Birth trends for the first-half for the period
between 2018 — 2025
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4 The first half of 2022 recorded the highest
number of live births, with 162 births.

#+ Births fluctuated between 2018 and 2023,
followed by a sharp decline in 2024 to 98 births -
the lowest level in the eight-year period.

=+ In the first half of 2025, 99 births were recorded,
representing a modest 1% increase from the same
period in 2024.

2. Quarterly Births Averages

Figure 2: Total quarterly live births (Q1 2020 — Q2 2025)
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4 The highest quarterly total in the five-year
period was Q2 2020, with 96 live births - 26
above the Q2 average of 70.

4 Q2 2020 also recorded the highest male (53) and
female (43) births, a pattern matched again in
Q3 2024.

4 The lowest quarterly total was Q4 2022, with 43
live births - 12 below the Q4 average of 55.

3. Sex Ratio at Birth
Table 2: Total live births by Sex from 2018 to 2024, with
the first half of 2025.

Table 1: Average quarterly and annual births by Sex for
the Years 2018- 2024

Males | Females | Total | Sex Ratio
2018 | 136 121 257 112
2019 | 157 99 256 159
2020 | 167 142 309 118
2021 | 150 129 279 116
2022 | 142 125 267 114
2023 | 117 118 235 99
2024 | 109 114 223 96
2025 47 52 99 90

Males Females Total

Q1 34 30 64

Q2 38 31 70

Q3 36 35 72

Q4 30 25 55

Total 140 121 261
4+ Across 2018-2024, male births peak in Q2 with

an average of 38, while female births peak in Q3
with an average of 35.

Male births average about 140 per vyear,
compared to 121 for females.

Quarterly births are highest in Q3, averaging 72
births, contributing to an overall annual average
of approximately 261 births.

The Sex Ratio indicates the number of Males per 100
females, the results show that;

4+ Before 2022, male births consistently exceeded
female births.

4+ In 2023, female births surpassed male births,
resulting in a sex ratio of 99 males per 100
females.

4+ By 2025, the sex ratio declined further to 90
males per 100 females, falling below the natural
global range of 103-107.
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Figure 3: Sex proportion of live births (2018 — Q2 2025) Figure 5: Key Statistics on Mothers
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= In 2019, proportion of male births peaked to . .
61% of total births. Teen pregnancy remains low (averages around

4+ Since 2020, the share of male births has declined 5%) and show a _SIOW d_ownward trend (-0.05%
while female births increased. per year) possibly linked to strengthened

=+ By 2023, births were evenly split between sexes, . awareness and education.
but in the first half of 2025, females accounted Births to Mothers age 35+ years shows a steady

for 53% of births. rise (0.39% each vyear), which may have
implications for obstetric care and maternal

4. Births by Age Group of Mothers & Marital health planning.
Status % The proportion of births to Single mothers has
Figure 4: Proportion of Mothers Age-Group (2018— 2025) increased gradually, rising by roughly 0.7%

points per year.

2025

5. Home Island of Mothers
Figure 6: Trends of Mothers home-islands, 2018-2024
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<+ Mothers aged 25-29 consistently led births from
2018-2022, but 30-34 became the dominant
group in the first half of 2025, reflecting a shift Trends in mothers’ home islands (2018-2024) include:

toward older maternal age. ) )
<+ Mothers from Vaitupu recorded the highest

births in 2021 with 56, followed by a sharp 40%
decline to 32 births in 2023.

= Births from Nanumea, Nui, Nukufetau, and
Nukulaelae peaked in 2020.
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Figure 7: Average share of Mothers Home Islands for
the period 2018 to the first-half of 2025

Funafuti
14% Nukulaelae

/A

Niutao
13%

Nukufetau

5% Others

Nanumea
16%
Vaitupu
17%

Nanumaga
10%

From 2018 to the first half of 2025:

= Vaitupu remained the largest contributor of
mothers, averaging 17%, followed by Nanumea
at 16%.

<+ Mothers from foreign countries accounted for
the smallest share, averaging 3% over the eight-
year period.

6. Newborn Weight Distribution
Figure 8: Infant Birth Weight Classes (2018 — 2025)

Fig 5: Infant Birth Weight Classes, 2018-2025
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<+ Low birthweight (<1.5kg) increased from 2% in
2018 to 9% in the first half of 2025, indicating a
rising public health concern.

#+ High birthweight (=4.5kg) has declined since
2018 but slightly increased again in 2025.

7. Island of Birth
Figure 9: Proportion of births occurring on Funafuti vs
Outer islands
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= Almost all births occur on Funafuti, especially in
2023 and 2024 where no outer-island births were
recorded.

<+ In the first half of 2025, only 3% of recorded
births occurred in the outer islands.

= Outer island facility constraints and inter-island
mobility likely influence patterns.
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2. Mortality

1. Comparisons of Mortalities First Half
Trends

Figure 10: Mortality trends for the first-half for the
period between 2018 — 2025
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= The highest first-half mortality occurred in 2019,
with 73 deaths, representing an 83% increase
from the 2018 low of 40 deaths.

<+ Following the 2019 peak, mortality showed a
two-year decline in 2020 and 2021, a moderate
rise in 2022 and 2023, and then fell again in both
2024 and 2025.

< In the first half of 2025, a total of 43 deaths were
recorded, marking a 9% decrease compared with
the same period in 2024.

2. Quarterly Mortality Averages
Table 3: Average quarterly and annual deaths by Sex for
the Years 2017— 2024

Males Females | Total

Ql 16 12 28
Q2 16 13 30
Q3 15 15 30
Q4 16 13 28
Total 63 53 116

In the 8-year period between 2017 and 2024;

<+ Male deaths average 16 per quarter, except in Q3,
where they dip slightly to 15, while female deaths
peak in Q3, matching male levels.

4+ Annually, males average 63 deaths, compared
with 53 deaths for females.

=+ Quarterly mortality is highest in Q2 and Q3,
averaging around 30 deaths, contributing to an
overall annual average of approximately 116
deaths.
Figure 11: Total quarterly deaths (Q1 2020 — Q2 2025)
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= Deaths in Q2 2025 declined by 8.5% compared
with Q2 2024.

<+ The highest quarterly mortality in the six-year
period occurred in Q1 and Q4 of 2020, each
recording 40 deaths.

= The lowest quarterly total was Q4 2022, with
only 11 deaths.

= Q2 2025 shows an atypical pattern, with female
deaths (13) exceeding male deaths (8), contrary
to historical trends.

3. Mortality Sex Ratio
Figure 12: Mortality Sex Ratio from 2018 to 2024, with
the first half of 2025.
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Mortality sex ratio = Male deaths per 100 female deaths

=+ Since 2018, there have been more male deaths
compared to females, with 2019 recording the
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highest male deaths of about 149 per 100 female
deaths.

4+ In 2023, male deaths were equal to females, but
in the first half of 2025, the ratio decreased to 95
male deaths to 100 female deaths.

4. Deaths by Age Group and Sex

Figure 13: Comparison of percentage deaths by age-
group and sex in the first-half of 2025, to the aggregate
percentage deaths from 2017 to 2024
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#+ Mortality patterns from 2017-2024 peak among
the elderly, with males aged 60-64 and females
65-69 each accounting for 14% of deaths.

4 In the first half of 2025, elderly mortality
remained high, reaching 19% for males (60-69
years) and 23% for females aged 65-69.

4 Young children aged 0-4 show concerning
mortality levels, averaging 7% (males) and 8%
(females) across the years; in early 2025, male
child mortality rose sharply to 19%, with females
at 9%.

4 Working-age mortality (15-49 years) remains
low overall, though the 40-44 age group shows a
4% spike in aggregate data; in 2025, female
deaths in this group increased to 9%, while male
deaths were highest among those aged 30-39
(around 5% each).

5. Deaths by Home Island

Figure 14: Mortality trend by Home-island from 2017—
2024.
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Trends in home islands of recorded deaths (2017-2024)
include:

4 Nanumea recorded the highest deaths in 2023
with 27, a sharp 170% increase from its lowest
of 10 in 2022.

4+ In 2019 and 2020, most islands-including
Nanumaga, Niutao, Vaitupu, Funafuti-and
recorded deaths of foreigners reached their peak.

Figure 15: Average recorded deaths per Home Islands
for the period 2018 to the first-half of 2025
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From 2017 to the first half of 2025:

4+ Nanumea accounted for the largest share of
deceased, averaging 17% per year, followed by
Vaitupu at 16%.

4+ Deaths of individuals from foreign countries
represented the smallest share, averaging 2% per
year over the nine-year period.
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6. Place of Death

Figure 16: Proportion of Reported Place of Deaths 2017-
2025
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= In 2017, more deaths occurred at home (53%)
than in hospitals or clinics (44%).

= The highest hospital or clinic deaths were
recorded in 2022 and 2023, accounting for 69%
of deaths

+ In 2024 and the first half of 2025, the proportion
of home deaths increased, indicating potential
limited access to healthcare or late presentation
to health facilities.

7. Deaths by Island of Occurrence

Figure 17: Proportion of Deaths for Funafuti and Out
Islands from 2017-2025
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<+ Most deaths occur in Funafuti, averaging 70.2%
per year, with outer islands accounting for 29.2%.

<+ In 2020, deaths in Funafuti dropped to a low of
59.6%, while deaths in outer islands and at sea
reached their highest at 39% and 1.5%,
respectively.

=+ Since 2020, deaths in Funafuti have gradually
increased, reaching 79.1% in the first half of
2025, compared to 20.9% in the outer islands,
reflecting Funafuti’s central role in treating
critical cases deferred from outer islands.
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3. Key Vital Statistics Indicators

4. Technical Notes

1. Natural Increase

Figure 18: Natural Increase trend from 2018- 2024
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4% Over the past seven years, Tuvalu’s natural
increase has remained positive, indicating more
births than deaths.

4 Sharp rises in deaths in 2019 and 2023 caused
noticeable dips in the trend.

2. Sex Specific & Total Infant Mortality Rate
Table 4: Infant mortality rate from 2018 to the first half
of 2025 disaggregated by Sex;

Sex Specific IMR IMR

Males Females Total
2018 37 33 35
2019 38 71 51
2020 18 42 29
2021 7 16 11
2022 7 8 7
2023 17 17 17
2024 46 18 31
2025 30 13 21

The figures in the table are interpreted as;

4 In 2025, the infant mortality rate was 21 deaths
per 1,000 live births.

4 The rate was higher for male infants (30 per
1,000) compared to female infants (13 per
1,000).

4 The higher mortality rate among male infants
suggests a gender disparity in infant survival,
highlighting the need for targeted maternal and
child health interventions.

1. Sex Ratio;

The sex ratio formula calculates the proportion of males
to females in a population;
Number of Males

Sex Ratio = X 100
ex Ratto Number of Females

representing males per 100 females.
2. Percentage Birth Weight Classes;

Weights were divided into the 5 different weight groups;

Weight Classes Weight Range
Very Low Birth Weight | < 1.5kg

Low Birth Weight 1.5-2.49kg
Normal 2.5-4.49kg
High Birth Weight > 4.5kg

Weiaht Class % = Number of Births within Range % 100
ey ass 7= Total Number of Births

3. Infant Mortality Rate;

The infant mortality rate (IMR) formula calculates
deaths per 1,000 live births;

IMR = Number of Infant Deaths
"~ Number of Live Births

x 1,000

where infant deaths are babies dying before their first
birthday in a specific year and location.
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For more information on Vital Statistics, refer to the attached tables in the Appendix;

Appendix 1: Birth Tables

+ Tablel B1: Total Birth by Month and Sex, 2020 — 2025

+ Table?2 B2: Total births by Age group of mother and Marital status, 2020 - 2025.
+ Table3 B3: Sex Ratio by year, 2018 - 2025

+ Table4 B4: New-Born Weight Group by Year, 2018 - 2025

+ Table5 B5: Home Island of Mother by year of birth, 2018 - 2025

+ Table6 B6: Island of Birth by year of births, 2018 — 2025

Appendix 2: Mortality Tables

+ Table7 D1: Total Deaths by Month and Sex, 2020 - 2025

+ Table8 D2: Total deaths by Age group and Sex, 2020 — 2025

+ Table9 D3: Total deaths by Home Island and Sex, 2017 - 2025

+ Table 10 D4: Total deaths by Place of Death and Sex, 2017 — 2025

+ Table 11 D5: Total deaths by Island of Occurrence and Sex, 2017 - 2025.

Note that data for 2025 is only for the first half (January to June)
For further information, please contact us at or visit our website at

Prepared by: With: Endorsed by:

@//M/f/ _ﬁ?__\ . J_f"_'_.__![_ ik

l L) P T
Siolilo Faleni [Mr.] Angus Amasone [Mr.] Grace Alapati [Ms.]
Assistant Statistical Officer Senior Statistician Government Statistician
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APPENDIX 1: BIRTH TABLES

B1: Total Birth By Month and Sex, 2018 - 2025

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

M F T M F T M F T M F T M F T M F T M F T M F T
Jan 7 11 18 13 5 18 7 8 15 11 12 23| 20 11 31 9 9 18 8 11 19 8 6 14
Feb 9 10 19 10 4 14| 14 12 26 14 10 24| 11 9 20| 12 9 21 8 6 14 7 7 14
Mar 11 8 19 23 14 37 9 16 25 10 10 20| 18 18 36 9 10 19 9 4 13| 10 10 20
Apr 14 10 24 16 11 27| 21 19 40 10 9 19| 11 9 20| 12 9 21| 13 4 17 6 8 14
May 16 16 32 9 10 19| 16 10 26 7 6 13| 15 8 23| 14 13 27 9 11 20 7 11 18
Jun 16 12 28 10 10 20| 16 14 30 15 9 24| 10 11 21| 13 10 23 6 9 15 9 10 19
Jul 12 11 23 13 8 21| 17 9 26 11 13 24| 12 15 27| 11 15 26 4 11 15
Aug 6 9 15 18 4 22| 12 17 29 14 11 25| 13 14 27 5 7 12| 14 18 32
Sept 19 2 21 13 14 27| 21 13 34 15 14 29 9 11 20 6 16 22| 10 14 24
Oct 7 8 15 12 7 19| 15 8 23 15 16 31 8 6 14 5 6 11 9 4 13
Nov 10 17 27 6 8 14| 10 8 18 14 10 24 8 4 12 8 8 16| 11 9 20
Dec 9 7 16 14 4 18 9 8 17 14 9 23 8 9 17| 13 6 19 8 13 21
Total 136 121 257 157 99 256 167 142 309 150 129 279 | 143 125 268 | 117 118 235 | 109 114 223 | 47 52 99
B2: Total births by Age group of mother and Marital status, 2018 - 2025.

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

S M T S M T S M T S M T S M T S M T S M T S M T
15-19 9 10 19 6 9 15 4 2 6 10 4 14| 10 4 14 6 8 14 9 4 13 5 - 5
20-24 21 50 71 27 67 94| 28 75 103 22 61 83| 20 51 71| 24 52 76| 19 49 68| 11 16 27
25-29 7 75 82 8 67 75| 16 88 104 15 75 90| 21 62 83| 11 65 76 6 57 63 1 22 23
30-34 2 45 47 2 39 41 9 59 68 4 47 51 2 54 56 6 30 36 4 45 49 4 24 28
35-39 - 31 31 - 25 25 1 23 24 2 28 30 1 27 28 1 22 23 2 23 25 1 13 14
40-44 - 7 7 1 3 4 1 3 4 - 9 9| - 15 15 1 9 10| - 5 5| - 2 2
45-50 - - - 1 1 2| - - - - 2 2| - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total 39 218 257 45 211 256 59 250 309 53 226 279 | 54 213 267 | 49 186 235 | 40 183 223 | 22 77 99
B3: Sex Ratio by year, 2018 - 2025

M Male% F Female% T |SexRatio

2018 136 53 121 47 257 112
2019 157 61 99 39 256 159
2020 167 54 142 46 309 118
2021 150 54 129 46 279 116
2022 142 53 125 47 267 114
2023 117 50 118 50 235 99
2024 109 49 114 51 223 96
2025 (1st half) 47 47 52 53 929 90
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B4: New-Born Weight Group by Year, 2018 - 2025

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
0-1.4 1 - - 1 2 1 1 1
1.5-2.4 5 10 12 7 13 13 14 8
2.5-4.4 234 231 289 259 244 213 205 87
4.5+ 14 9 7 9 6 3 1 3
NS 3 6 1 3 2 5 2 -
Total 257 256 309 279 267 235 223 99
B5: Home Island of Mother by year of birth, 2018 - 2025
2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 Total
Nanumea 43 35 49 37 47 43 33 15 302
Nanumaga 30 30 30 28 22 27 18 11 196
Niutao 35 27 35 35 33 28 31 15 239
Nui 27 19 29 18 21 17 20 5 156
Vaitupu 40 46 54 56 53 32 38 16 335
Nukufetau 33 39 50 45 35 35 40 14 291
Funafuti 36 45 31 34 37 38 25 16 262
Nukulaelae 4 11 22 15 12 10 12 3 89
Others 9 4 9 11 7 5 6 4 55
Total 257 256 309 279 267 235 223 929 1,925
B6: Island of Birth by year of births, 2018 - 2025
2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 Total
Nanumea 3 - 1 3 - - - 1 8
Nanumaga 1 - - 1 - - - - 2
Nui - 2 3 1 1 - - - 7
Vaitupu 4 5 4 5 2 - - 2 22
Nukufetau 2 2 5 3 - - - - 12
Funafuti 247 243 294 266 264 235 223 96 1,868
Nukulaelae - 4 2 - - - - - 6
Total 257 256 309 279 267 235 223 99 1,925
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APPENDIX 2: MORTALITY TABLES

D1: Total Deaths By Month and Sex, 2017 - 2025
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D3: Total deaths by Home Island and Sex, 2017 - 2025.

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
M F T M F T M F T F T M F T M F T M F T M F T M F T
Nanumea 10 7 17 6 5 11 14 12 26 14 10 24 14 11 25 6 4 10 10 17 27 12 9 21 3 4 7
Nanumaga 9 6 15 7 6 13 11 11 22 12 10 22 7 5 12 6 7 13 9 7 16 8 4 12 4 3 7
Niutao 11 5 16 4 5 9 5 9 14 15 7 22 7 9 16 6 2 8 7 6 13 6 7 13 3 3 6
Nui 3 9 12 11 5 16 8 5 13 9 2 11 7 3 10 5 2 7 8 6 14 4 4 8 2 1 3
Vaitupu 11 11 22 10 4 14 15 9 24 8 9 17 9 11 20 7 7 14 9 9 18 11 9 20 2 3 5
Nukufetau 7 11 18 4 3 7 8 5 13 8 7 15 6 4 10 7 5 12 8 14 22 7 10 17 4 3 7
Funafuti 7 4 11 5 13 9 9 18 14 8 22 5 6 11 7 5 12 7 3 10 10 5 15 2 4 6
Nukulaelae 2 3 5 1 2 3 1 3 4 1 1 2 3 2 5 4 4 8 5 2 7 2 2 1 1 2
Others - 1 1 1 - 1 4 2 6 1 1 3 - 3 2 2 1 - 1 1 - 1| - - -
Total 60 57 117 52 35 87 75 65 140 81 55 136 61 51 112 48 38 86 64 64 128 61 48 109 21 22 43
D4: Total deaths by Place of Death and Sex, 2017 - 2025.
2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
M F T M F T M F T F T M F T M F T M F T M F T M F T
Home 28 34 62 18 19 37 20 22 42 34 24 58 19 27 46 15 8 23 15 24 39 23 26 49 12 9 21
Hospital/Clinic 29 23 52 31 16 47 47 43 90 44 30 74 36 24 60 29 30 59 48 40 88 38 22 60 9 13 22
Others - 2 - 8 - 8 1 1 2 5 - 5 4 - 41 - - - - - - - - -
Ship 1 - 1 1 - 1| - - - 2 - 2 1 - 1 - 1 - 1] - - - - - -
Total 60 57 117 52 35 87 75 65 140 81 55 136 61 51 112 48 38 86 64 64 128 61 48 109 21 22 43
D5: Total deaths by Island of Occurrence and Sex, 2017 - 2025.
2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
M F T M F T M F T F T M F T M F T M F T M F T M F T
Nanumea 2 1 3 1 2 3 2 3 5 8 6 14 7 5 12 - 2 3 5 4 2 6 1 2
Nanumaga 3 8 3 2 5 1 3 4 6 3 9 3 1 4 1 2 3 1 - 1 1 1 2 1 - 1
Niutao 2 - 2 2 4 6 2 7 9 5 4 9 3 4 7 3 1 41 - 1 1 1 3 4 1 - 1
Nui 2 6 8 1 2 3 5 3 8 4 1 5 1 2 3 2 1 3 2 2 4 4 - 41 - - -
Vaitupu 7 6 13 4 4 8 3 6 9 4 5 9 2 5 7 3 2 5 3 5 8 3 - 3 1 3 4
Nukufetau 2 4 6 1 1 2 2 - 2 5 1 6 1 1 2 3 3 6 1 3 4 1 1 2| - - -
Funafuti 40 31 71 39 18 57 57 41 98 47 34 81 41 32 73 34 29 63 53 50 103 46 39 85 17 17 34
Nukulaelae 1 3 41 - 2 2 2 2 4 1 1 2 1 3 2 - 2 1 - 1 1 2 3| - - -
Niulakita - 1 1| - - - 1 - 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Sea 1 - 1 1 - 1| - - - 2 - 2 1 - 1 - 1 - 1] - - - - - -
Grand Total 60 57 117 52 35 87 75 65 140 81 55 136 61 51 112 48 38 86 64 64 128 61 48 109 21 22 43
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